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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

( / 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and.  Members 

of  the  Brownhills  Urban  District  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

The  report  for  1944  as  in  previous  war  years  is  almost  entirely 
statistical.  The  Ministry  of  Health  will  in  all  probability  call 
for  a more  detailed  report  in  the  near  future. 

Soon  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  will  be  back  to  normal 
conditions.  This  normality  will  certainly  make  it  necessary  that 
work  which  it  was  found  impossible  to  do  during  the  war  should  be 
undertaken  as  speedily  as  possible.  This  in  my  opinion  will  call  for 
an  increase  in  the  personnel  of  the  sanitary  staff.  The  matter  has 
already  been  discussed  by  the  Council  at  one  of  their  former  meetings. 

The  building  of  new  houses  and.  the  speeding  up  of  repairs  to 
property  will  be  the  chief  c ncern  of  the  Council.  In  spite  of 
increased  expense  I should  like  to  see  those  houses  self  contained  with 
their  own  plot  of  ground,  adequately  separated  from  that  of  their 
neighbours  so  that  interference  by  unruly  and  disagreeable  neighbours 
should  be  moderated  as  much  as  possible. 

h ■ ■ • ;;  . - ) 

In  addition  those  houses  should  be  built  in  such  a position  that 
the  as the tic  sense  is  not  offended  by  dull  uninteresting  and  sordid 
surroundings . 

I will  give  an  instance,  certainly  an  outstanding  one,  of  what 
I mean.  There  is  an  adjoining  village  not  in  our  district,  but 
sufficiently  near  to  be  regarded  as  a near  neighbour,  where  the 
inhabitants  have  taken  a great  pleasure  in  their  large  village  green. 
This  green  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  village  almost  completely 
surrounded  by  the  houses  of  the  village.  It  has  been  planted  with 
trees  and.  is  indeed  a pleasure  to  the  eye  and  the  envy  of  the 
adjoining  villages.  Recently  it  has  been  reported  there  is  a 
possibility  of  a pit  shaft  being  sunk  on  this  green,  and  the  building 
of  the  usual  buildings  and  the  accessories  necessary  for  the  working 
of  a pit. 
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Ihe  sordid,  outlook  and  sole  destroying  affects  of  a colliery 
constantly  before  one's  eyes  the  whole  day,  every  day,  every  week, 
every  year,  sweeping  into  oblivion  the  work  of  many  years  can  surely 
not  be  necessary. 

I cannot  believe  that  the  getting  of  coal  from  this  position  is 
so  important  as  to  subject  over  a thousand  people  to  a cruel  experience 
of  this  kind. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  ordinary  individual  to  aspire  to  high  ideals 
adrnist  uncongenial  surroundings.  Industry  and  home  life  should  be 
as  far  apart  as  the  necessities  allow. 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  a great  deal  more  might  be  done 
by  collieries  especially  small  collieries  to  tone  down  their  ugliness, 
in  my  experience  the  smaller  they  are,  the  more  ugly* 

My  purpose  in  the  above  remarks  is  to  call  atention  to  the  affects 
of  surroundings  on  the  mentality  of  the  individuals,  this  is  greater 
than  most  of  us  have  conception  of. 

Healthy  mentality  makes  for  physical  health  quite  as  much  as 
physical  health  makes  for  health  mentality. 

Lectures  were  given  during  the  year  by  lecturers  from  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  both  at  Walsall  Wood  and  Brownhills. 

Hie  attendance  ^at  Walsall  Wood  was  fairly  good,  but  at  Brownhills  it  was 
poor* 

After  the  lectures  opportunity  was  given  for  questions  by  those 
present,  the  (questions  showed  that  an  intelligent  interest  was  being 
taken  in  the  lectures. 

Out  thanks  are  due  to  the  Central  Health  Committee  for  sending 
us  lecturers  who  made  the  lectures  most  interesting,  and  who  took 
especial  pains  to  explain  and  make  clear  the  points  brought  out  by  the 
questions. 

It  seems  difficult  to  arouse  the  interests  of  young  people  in  any 
educative  subject  in  these  times,  Those  who  attend  are  those  one 
would  expect  to  attend  and  they  represent  a very  small  minority  of 
our  young  people. 
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IE  APIS. 

Hie  total  number  of  deaths  is  218,  101  males  and  11?  females,  the 
death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  10*7* 

This  rate  in  1943  was  12.2. 

" " in  1942  was  11.4. 

" " in  1941  was  10. 9. 

Ter  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  is  11.6. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  are  22.  In  1943  the  number  was  31* 

The  years  number  is  well  belofa  the  average  for  the  pr@oet  ding  10  years. 
Deaths  from  Cardiac  Disease  are  57  • 

In  1941  the  number  was  39* 

" 1942  " " " 45. 

" 1943  " " " 46. 

So  that  the  deaths  from  Cardiac  Disease  now  show  a large  increase  over 
an  average  of  previous  years.  It  is  in  my  opinion  an  indication  of 
the  stress  of  the  times. 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  number  26,  this  is  well  below 
the  number  of  last  year  which  numbered  39* 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia  number  13. 

Deaths  from  Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Malformation  and  Birth 
Injuries  were  13 , an  increase  over  last  year,  which  showed  9 deaths. 

Death  from  Digestive  Disease  numbered  6,  a decrease  from  last  year. 
Deaths  from  road  traffic  accidents  also  show  a decrease  from  last 

year. 

Death  rate  for  our  district  is  low  compared  with  the  rest  of 


England  and  Wales 


% 


DEATHS 


Causes. 


Male. 


Female . 


puerperal  and  post  abortion 
sepsis. 

Premature  Births.  2 

Congenital  Malformation,  2 
Birth  Injuries. 

Suicide.  2 

Road  Traffic  accidents.  2 
Other  violent  diseases.  4 
All  other  diseases. 

101 


1 

19 


Total. 


1943 


"Whooping  Cough. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Diphtheria. 

- 

1 

1 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

7 

7 

14 

0 

Other  forms  of  " 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease. 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza. 

Cancer  of  buccal 
cavity  oesophagus 

2 

2 

4 

and  uterus. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

1 

1 

2 

mm 

duodenum. 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Cancer  of  breast. 

- 

4 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  other  sites. 

7 

8 

15 

24 

Diabetis. 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Intra  cranial  lesions. 

12 

8 

20 

4 

46 

Heart  Disease. 

Other  diseases  of 

26 

31 

57 

circulatory  system. 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Bronchitis. 

§ 

3 

11 

23 

Pneumonia. 

6 

7 

13 

14 

Other  respiratory  diseases.  2 

- 

2 

2 

Diarrhea,  under  2 years 

, 1 

1 

2 

4 

Other  digestive  diseases. 2 

2 

4 

7 

Nephritis. 

Maternal  causes,  other 

3 

than 

5 

9 

9 

117 


1 

1 

2 
2 

2^ 

2TET 


2 

4 

5 


0 

j£i 


There  were  no  deaths  from  the  following  causes: 


Typhoid  an d Paratyphoid. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Polio  Encephalitis. 

Acute  Encephalitis, 

Ulser  of  stomach  or  Duodenum. 
Appendicitis. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortion  Sepsis. 


In  1943 

Cl- 

CD 

CD 

was 

one 

death  from 

Scarlet  Fever. 

it 

n 

It 

11 

two 

ti 

11 

Measles, 

it 

n 

11 

it 

one 

11 

ti 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

11 

it 

(I 

11 

two 

tt 

ti 

Appendicitis. 

Tlier e were  no  deaths  in  1943  in  the  other  cases  giv<m  aTxjre. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  are  no  deaths  in  1943  and  1944  from 
Puerperal  and  Post  Abortion  Sepsis. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  ef  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year 
1944o  Provisional  figures  Based  on  weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


126  C.Bs, 

148  Smaller 

London 

England 

and  Great 

Towns , 

County 

B’Hills 

and 

Towns , 

Resident  Pop, 

Adm. 

- 

Wales. 

including 

25,000-50,000, 

London. 

at 

I931  Census. 

Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live  Births 

1 7.6  // 

.20.3 

20.9  " 

15.0 

22.8 

Still 

0.50  // 

0.64 

0.6l 

0*42 

0.44 

Deaths; - 
All  causes. 

ii.6  // 

13.7 

12.4 

15.7 

10.7 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Eever. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Who oping  Cough 

. 0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

0.09 

Diphtheria. 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.01 

0.04 

Influenza. 

0.12 

0.10 

0.11 

0.08 

0.19 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

- 

- 

0.00 

Measles. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

//  Rates  per 

1,000  total  population. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live 

Births; - 

Deaths  under  1 

year  46 

52 

44 

61 

60.3 

of  age. 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhea 
and  Enteritis 
under  2 years 

of  age. 4.8 

7*3 

4.4 

10.1 

4.3 

Rate  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


Notifications; - 
Typhoid  Eever. 

0.01 

0,01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  EeverO.Ol 

0,00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerehro  Spinal 
Eever. 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.06 

0.04 

Scarlet  Eever. 

2.40 

2.41 

2.6  7 

1.57 

2.01 

Whooping  Cough. 

2.49 

0.58 

2.49 

2.29 

0*o9 

240 

2.41 

Diphtheria# 

0.67 

0.31 

1.37 

Erysipelas. 

0.29 

0.32 

0.28 

0.37 

0.54 

Smallpox. 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles. 

4.  l6 

4.51 

3.34 

2.98 

1*42 

Pneumonia. 

0,97 

1.13 

O.o2 

0.93 

1.4? 

Rate  per  1.000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 
(a)  Notifications. 


Puerperal  Eever  ) 10.34 

13.13 

9.25 

( 3.61 

2.15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia) 

( 14. 14 

i 


V 


\ 


\ 


/ 

-o- 


(b)  Maternal  Mortality  - England  and  Wales j- 


No . 140 

No . 141 

No . 147 

Nos.  142-146 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis. 

without  Sepsis. 

Infections. 

Other. 

0.31 

0.09 

0.28 

1.25 

Brcwnhills  0.00 

0o00 

0.00 

2.15 

Abortions  Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45 
- England  and  Wales; - 


No , 140  wi th  Sepsis . 

No .141  w i thou t Sep  si s . 

25 

7 

Age  distribution  ofl  Deaths. 


Under  1 year. 

l 

5 

10 

15 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

Total 

5 

10 

15 

20 

30 

40 

50 

oO 

70 

over. 

28 

4 

2 

1 

4 

16 

10 

10 

25 

45 

73 

218. 

BIRTHS. 


Live. 

The  number  of  births  is  4o4.  251  Males  end  213  Females. 

Of  those  14  were  illegitimate , 7 of  which  were  males  end  7 females. 
This  gives  a birth  rate  per  thousand  civilian  population  of  22.8. 
For  England  and  Wales  it  is  17.6. 


Our  present  birth  rate  is  the  highest  for  the  last  ten  years. 


The  average  of  those  ten  years  is  I9.0. 

The  highest  was  in  1942  which  gave  21.6. 

The  total  number  of  still  births  was  9. 

6 of  which  were  male,  and 
3 of  which  were  female. 

Giving  the  still  birth  rate  of  ‘0*44.  For  England  and  Wales  it  was 
0.50.  Last-  year’s  rate  was  0.95* 


/ 





INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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SCARIET  EE~VER . 

There  were  41  cases  of  Scarlet  fever* 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause* 

19  oases  were  removed  to  hospital* 

TIPH  THERI A , 

28  cases  were  notified® 

1 death  resulted  from  this  cause* 

19  cases  were  removed  to  hospital® 

luring  the  ye  ax  441  children  were  immunised. 
l68  of  those  were  under  5 years  of  age, 

273  were  over  5 years  of  age. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  our  district  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  was  79*8%  of  children  under  5 years  and  68,55%  of 
children  over  5 years, 

fedTJKONIA. 

There  were  30  cases  of  Pneumonia  with  14  deaths. 

One  case  of  Cerebral  Spinal  fever 7 one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
and  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  either  of  these  causes.  The  case  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  recovered  completely. 

P P A-V'P  'I 

Number  of  Scabies  treated  during  the  year  was  600.  Those  cases 
were  treated  at  the  Scabies  Clinic* 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  is  28.  This  figure  gives  an 
Infantile  death  rate  of  6o»3  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  46. 

Deaths  from  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  and 

Infantile  diseases  is  80 

Erom  Premature  Birth  5«  A total  of  1 3 0 

This  compares  very  unfavourably  with  last  gear’s  which  gave  8 deaths 
from  this  cause. 

Respiratory  Diseases  wer  60  Po  U jJ  V?  nibble  for  12  deaths. 
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Below  are  two  tables,  the  one  giving  the  number  cf  deaths  from 
Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Premature  Birth  for  the  past 
ten  years,  the  other  the  causes  of  death  under  one  year. 


Year. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Bate- 

Prom  Congenital 

Debility,  etc 

1935 

24 

72,7 

15. 

1936 

25 

69*.4 

17. 

1937 

31 

85.0 

20.  . 

1938 

27 

75.6 

14. 

1939 

16 

40.6 

10. 

1940 

17 

40.6 

8. 

1941 

21 

53.1 

9. 

1942  . 

27 

62.0 

15. 

1943 

26 

62.3 

a. 

INFMTILE  MORTALITY. 

Under 

1 month 

1-2  2-3  3-4  4-9  5~6 

6-9  9-12 

To  t-al 

Premature  Birth 
and  Congenital 
Debility. 

8 

4 

1 

13. 

line  oping  Cough. 

1 

1. 

Bronchitis. 

1 

2 11 

1 

6. 

Enteritis. 

1 

1 

2. 

Inanition. 

1 

1. 

Br  o ncho  Pneumo  n±  a . 1 


2 


2 
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PUIMOKARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


u 

o 

4-> 

cd 

U 

■H 

p. 

b 

CD 

P4 

b 

g 


3 

b 

a 


u 

Si 

cd 

U 

•H 

O- 

b 

©' 

fb 


4 

r=4 


i — I 


I 1 


to 


H 


H 


no 


r-J 


! 


N 

b 

9 

4-0  • 

sb 

•H 

i 
0 
fR 


b 

o 


• 

CO 

0 

CQ 

cd 

o 


c 


te;  o; 

4-4 

cd 

•H 

0 


fb 


CO 


fb! 


'd' 


H 


r-0 


b 

0 

rd 

B 


tO 

1 

H 


CO 


to 

i — i 

l 

tO 


"d" 

CO 

i — 1 

r-0 

1 — 1 

b 

0 

to 

tO 

tO 

to, 

to 

i> 

00 

m 

to, 

: <uo, 

o 

I 

l 

' I 

- I 

> i 

CXJ 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

i — I 

CO 

rO 

to 

VO 

i 


-11- 


Occupation. 

Pact-cry. 
Services* 
Miner  • 
Housewife* 
Under  14  yrs, 


AGE  AID  OCCUPATION  OE  THE  GASES  OE 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Age. 

Under  5 5-10  10-20  30-30  30-40  40-50  50-6o  50-70  Total, 

yrs. 


1 


2 

4 

1 


1 

2 


ii 


isylujn  Inmate., 


2 

T 


7 


4 


7. 

4. 

4. 

3. 

2. 

1. 


1 


21. 


Ten  of  those  were  females,  and  11  were  males. 
Sin  of  the  females  worked  in  the  factory. 

One  " " " ■ was  in  the  Services. 

Three  were  Housewives. 

Three  of  the  males  were  in  the  services* 

Eour  were  miners. 


One  was  a factory  worker. 


Three  were  of  school  age. 


The  following  are  the  results  of  the  examinations  made  at  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Stafford!- 


Throat  Swahs  for  Diphtheria 


- Negative  110. 
Positive  16* 


Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  - 25  gave  a Negative  result. 

2 gave  a Positive  result* 

Eaeces  examined  for  Dysentery  - Negative  9* 

Positive  2* 


I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  as  a whole,  but  especially  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  kindly  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department;  my  fellow  officials  in  other  departments  for  their  ready 
assistance  on  many  occasions,  and  the  officials  of  my  own  department, 
more  especially  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  willing 
co-operation  and  assistance. 

Yours  faithfully, 


ROBERT  GEORGE  BRADFORD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


